BRIEFS 


SANTA  CLARA.  Cuba  (BP) 

-  American  religious  (ibeny 
leaders  are  ttsrcadbig  on 
behalf  of  Fafct  YlxwH  Uecena 
Ldpaz.  20.  arrested  April  27 
by  Cuban  authorities  because 
of  hH  wort  to  expose  Chris- 
nan  persecution  there  The 
college  student  was  detained 
just  a  day  after  the  United 
States  Commission  on  inter 
national  Religious  Freedom 
(USORF)  released  its  20T7  an¬ 
nual  report  namng  Cube,  for 
the  VHh  consecutive  year,  as 
a  Tier  2  country,  the  USCIRF 
category  that  falls  just  short 
of  countries  described  as  the 
world s  most  severe  violators 
ot  religious  liberty  such  as 
Iren  and  Sudan 


will  sign  the  legislation  into 
law  An  Ohio  law  enacted  « 
2311  provided  if*  moth-1  for 
a  :■  .  v 

not  been  chsltariged  in  court, 
according  to  the  National 
Right  to  Lite  Comma  tee  in 
Washington.  D  C 


KY.  CLERK  BACK* 

LEGAL  CROSSHAIRS 

CWCINNAmWn- A  federal 
appeals  court  hue  reinstated  a 
homoeaaual  coupte'a  lew 
suit  -seeking  damage*  from 
Kentucky  county  cleric  Kim 
liases,  who  refused  to  Issue 

the  couple  a  meniage  icenee 
Because  of  her  religion.  Owns 
Spot  *  five  days  in  ja»  vyhen 
she  refused  repeatedly  » 
issue  a  marriage  fctnur  to 
David  Eimokf  and  David 
Moore,  days  after  the  \JS. 
Supreme  Court  tegafcted  gay 
momage  serosa  the  notion 
m  June  2016.  Devtsie  com¬ 
mitted  to  fighang  the  case. 
Mathew  Sauer,  her  attorney 
itvou^i  the  nonprofit  Liberty 
CouriMi  of  Orierxlo,  FL,  told 
SfeptM  Press 


Youth  Night:  Check  date,  start 

Event  planned  as 


time 


an  encouraginj 
summer  kickoi 


•if  ?  5  30  8  30  PM  &S  COLISEUM  JACKSON 


By  William  H.  Perkin*  Jr. 
Editor 


Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night  enthusiasts 
should  be  sure  they've  got  the  right  date  and 
time  for  the  2017  version  of  the  largest  gath¬ 
ering  annually  of  the  state's  Baptists  -  or  they 
may  find  themselves  in  the  cavernous  Missis¬ 
sippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson  all  by  themselves. 

Don  Lum,  Youth  Night  coordinator  and 
evangelism  director  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  in  Jackson,  said  the 
date  of  the  event  was  moved  up  to  June  2  this 
year  to  “jumpstart"  the  summer  of  missions 
activities,  camps.  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  and 
other  events  on  young  people's  calendars. 

"For  years.  Youth  Night  was 


should  be  sure  they’ve  got  the  ri 
time  for  the  2017  version  of  the 
erine  annually  of  the  state's  Bapt 


TENN.  LATEST  STATE 
WITH  VIABILITY  LAW 


NASH VILUEfBPV—  The  b7*S-; 
Tennessee  Legislature  has  ap- 
proved  a  ban  on  pootviaMuy 
abortions,  with  die  House  of 
Representatives  voting  69-18 
m  favor  of  the  Tennessee 
Infants  Protection  Act  on  May 
3.  two  days  after  the  Senate 
passed  the  lagldation  in  a 
27-3  vote  The  bA  w*  go  to 
Gov  Bill  Haslam.  who  s  con¬ 
sidered  pr>Wa  but  has  not 


provide  a  great  closing  event  to 
of  an  eventful  summer  as  everyone  was  coming 
back  from  mission  trips’ll  rid  camps  and  so  on 
and  returning  to  a  normal  schedule.  This  year, 
the  Youth  Night  planning  committee  decided  to 
kick  off  the  summer  with  Youth  Night  as  a  nuiht 
of  encouragement  to  send  out  our  young  people 
who  are  going  to  be  engaged  in  Christian  sum¬ 
mer  acthntjes,*  Lum  said. 

Featured  speaker  is  Brian  Mills,  college  pas¬ 
tor  at  multi-campus  Cross  Church  in  north¬ 
western  Arkansas.  Ronnie  Floyd,  senior  pastor 
at  Cross  Church,  is  a  former  two-term  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The 
church  is  headquartered  in  Springdale. 

Mills  is  a  2001  graduate  of  Ouachita 
Baptist  University  in  Arkadelphia,  Ar.,  aud 

M«  VOUTH  onp,0 


TELL 

SOMEONE 


Islamists  release  kidnapped  girls 


ABUJA.  Nigeria  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  A 
,-toud  of  82  Chibok  schoolgirls  freed  after  mote 


GOING  HOME  -  A  group  of  82  freed  Chibok 
schoolgirls  met  with  Nigerian  President  Mu- 
hammsdu  Buhen  after  their  retease  by  Muslim 
terrorists  who  kidnapped  them  in  April  20W 
Nigeria  released  five  Boko  Heram  leaders  from 
prison  in  exchange  for  the  girls,  an  official  said 
(BP  photo/Twifter) 


ban  4ay  7  in  Abuja,  a  day  after  their  release  in 
a  prison.  "  swap. 

Nigeria  had  released  five  Boko  Haram  ter¬ 
rorists  being  held  in  prison  in  exchange  for  the 
girls,  a  government  official  told  the  Associated 
Press  May  7  on  condition  of  anonymity  The 
government  did  not  officially  disclose  the  num¬ 
ber  of  released  terrorists. 

Approximately  113  of  the  girls  from  the  ma¬ 
jority  Christian  town  in  northeastern  Nigeria 
remain  missing,  their  health  and  whereabouts 
uncertain.  An  estimated  95*  of  the  girls  in¬ 
volved  in  the  kidnapping  are  Christians 

Intelligence  reports  describe  the  girls 
ss  having  been  subjected  to  forcible  conver¬ 
sion  to  Islam,  physical  and  sexual  abuse,  and 
being  given  away  as  rewards  to  terrorists 


sm  RELEASE  on  p  8 


A 


What  You  Did  For  Me 


fn  addition  to  the  daily 

Jdevotionals,  my  house  par- 
I  ents  took  me  and  the  other 
BCV  children  to  church  every 
Wednesday  and  Sunday,  tt  «« 
one  of  those  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings  at  First  Church  in  Jackson 
when  i  surrendered  my  life  to 
Christ.  1  was  later  baptized  at 
I  First  Church  in  Water  Valiev, 
and  will  always  be  thankful  for 
the  role  The  BCV  played 

I  know  that  changing  one  child  - 
life  at  The  Baptist  Children  s  V  lllage 
can  change  generations.  The  reason  l 
strongly  believe  that  is...  1  am  that  one 
child.  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village 

CARPENTER  on  p  S 


when  ranked  by  the  Wall  Street  Jo 
nalat  the  Hm*  why  theomciuwio 
on  Ida  were  not  predated  throng 
the*  proper  udromk  chruinrt*.  wii 
There  was  a  TV’  company  involvi 
and  time  pramm.  We’ve  been 
pushed  to  S’tiah  the  tow;  it's  no 
how  I  like  to  do  science  ’ 

Sorry,  gay*.  bflce  try.  Ida  may 
have  been  a  cute  little  fhii*.  but 
nothing  more  than  the  aifroce  of 
nM@lvjpMMA4M|A&  •. 

Why  can’t  am  just  st  ick  to  the  i 
that  we  arawosderf’.Uy  made  by 
gbvereuu  Opsatoc,  iust  as  the  Bfr 


eeare 

ro  you 
!  fact  that 


-tic*  rninto- 
HHlifOt 
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Wallace 

FORT  WORTH,  T*xas  (BP) 

—  Southern  Baptist  medical 
missionary  and  martyr  Bill 
Wallace  suffered  profoundly 
in  his  last  weeks  on  earth,  but 
he  let  it  be  known  he  had  long 
been  prepared. 

“There  is  no  sacrifice  in  all 
the  world  too  great  for  a  man 
to  make  for  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  wrote  in  an  emo¬ 
tional  letter  shared  with  his 
home  congregation  just  before 
he  left  to  begin  his  fateful  mis¬ 
sion  to  China  in  1935. 

Now,  Wallace  s  farewell 
message  and  many  other 
papers  from  his  life  will  be 
on  display  in  Southwestern 
Seminary's  new  Mathena  Hall 
along  with  his  previously  ac¬ 
quired  portrait. 

“The  Bill  Wallace  collection 
represents  the  outstanding  de¬ 
votion  and  effort'by  tbe  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wallace  Memorial 
Baptist  Church  of  Knoxville, 
Tn.,”  said  Craig  Kubic,  South¬ 
western’s  dean  of  libraries  who 
requested  a  permanent  loan  of 
Wallace's  papers  including  the 
historic  letter. 

The  church  has  collected 
and  preserved  “a  genuine  trib¬ 
ute  to  the  legacy  of  one  of  the 
SBC’s  most  notable  missionary 
doctors  who  was  martyred,  in 
China.”  Kubic  said. 

Wallace’s  zeal  for  foreign 
ministry  puzzled  many.  “You 
may  ask,  why  do  I  want  to  go 
to  China,  that  heathen  nation, 
and  there  spend  my  life  and  en¬ 
ergy,”  he  wrote  to  his  congre¬ 
gation  in  his  legendary  letter. 
“You  might  say  there  is  much 
to  be  done  in  this  country,  and 
many  have  said  you  can  do  a  lot 
of  good  here. 

“Why  should  I  go  when  there 
are  sucn  hardships  and  incon¬ 
veniences?  The  only  answer  1 
have  is  that  it  is  Gods  plan  that 

^The  lengthy  letter  in  Wal¬ 
lace’s  handwriting  will  also  be 
digitized  and  available  online 
through  Southwestern’s  J.T. 
and  Zelma  Luther  Archive. 


papers  acquired  by  Southwestern 


"Why  should  I  go  when  there  are  such  hardships 
and  inconveniences?  The  only  answer  I  have  is  that  it 

is  God  s  plan  that  I  go.” 

BUI  Mlal'rc* 
medical  missionary  snd  martyr 


Wallace  was  a  dedicat¬ 
ed  surgeon  with  a  heart  for 
spreading  the  Gospel,  and  his 
life  story  is  familiar  to  gen¬ 
erations  of  Southern  Baptists. 
Born  in  Knoxville  in  1908. 
Wallace  completed  medical 
school  and  a  surgical  residen¬ 
cy,  all  aimed  at  being  called  as 
a  medical  missionary. 

In  1935,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
(now  the  International  Mis¬ 


sion  Board)  assigned  Wallace 
to  Wuchow  (now  Wuzhou)  in 
southern  China  to  work  as  a 
surgeon  at  the  Baptist-operat1 
ed  Stout  Memorial  Hospital. 

On  receiving  his  mission, 
he  delivered  his  heartfelt  tes¬ 
timony  to  Broadway  Church 
in  Knoxville,  his  home  church. 
Bags  already  packed,  he  imme¬ 
diately  walked  from  the  church 
to  the  train  station  with  fellow 
church  members  accompany¬ 


MARTYRED  -  American  missionary  surgeon  Bill  Wallace  set 
forth  his  call  to  China  in  a  letter  to  his  home  church  in  Knoxville. 

Tn  Wallace  wes  martyred  in  1951  while  under  communist  Chinese 
imprisonment,  and  many  members  of  succeeding  generations  of 
American  Christians  are  familiar  with  his  life  story  (Southwestern 
Seminary  photo) 


ing  him  and  stepped  onto  a 
train  to  begin  his  journey  into 
Christian  history. 

In  China,  Wallace  worked 
through  World  War  H  Japa¬ 
nese  bombing  raids  and  many 
privations  but  in  1950,  the  start 
of  the  Korean  War  initiated  an 
intense  anti-American  propa¬ 
ganda  campaign  and  mission¬ 
aries  were  no  longer  welcome. 

His  arrest  on  spying  charges 
came  that  December.  Impris¬ 
onment  included  severe  torture 
by  the  communisr government, 

and  he  died  on  Feb.  10,  1951- 
His  captors  never  disclosed  the 
details  of  Wallace's  death,  but 
his  broken  body  betrayed  the 
inhuman  treatment  inflicted  at 
their  hands. 

In  2015,  Mike  Boyd,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Wallace  Memo¬ 
rial  Church  in  Knoxville  and  a 
member  of  Southwestern  Sem¬ 
inary’s  board  of  trustees,  ac¬ 
quired  Wallace's  portrait  from 


alma  mater,  the  University  of 
Tennessee  College  of  Medicine 
in  Memphis. 

When  Boyd  learned  that  a 
room  at  Mathena  Hall,  which 
will  house  the  Roy  Kish  School 
of  Evangelism  and'  Missions 
and  Scarborough  College, 
would  bear  Wallace's  name, 
he  and  the  church  knew  that 
Southwestern  Seminary  should 
house  the  portrait. 

This  year,  Kubic  arranged 
the  permanent  loan  of  Wal¬ 
lace's  papers  to  be  on  display 
with  the  portrait. 

Wallace  never  questioned  his 
call  to  China.  In  his  unforgetta¬ 
ble  farewell  letter  to  his  church, 
he  wrote:  “God's  call  was  so 
definite  to  me,  and  I  think  He 
made  it  definite  so  there  would 
be  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to 
God's  plan,  so  that  through  the 
long  years  of  preparation  there 
would  be  no  doubt  that  I  was 
doing  God's  will." 


Texas  church  to 


PLANO.  Taxas  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  Prestonwood 
Church  will  resume  giving 
through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  (CP)  after  two  months 
of  evaluating  its  support  of 
Southern  Baptist  missions 
and  ministries. 

“After  a  time  of  prayerful 
evaluation,  Prestonwood  is  re¬ 
newing  our  commitment  to 
Southern  Baptist  missions  by 
giving  to  the  Cooperative  _Pb> 
gram  without  designation,”  ex¬ 
ecutive  pastor  Mike  Buster  told 
Baptist  Press  in  a  statement. 

‘For  more  than  40  years, 
Prestonwood  has  been  a  stead¬ 


fast  supporter  of  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  and  its  mission 
to  advance  the  Gospel  through 
this  vital  giving  program.  We 
are  grateful  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  our 
longtime  ministry  partnership 
and  look  forward  to  fulfilling 
the  Great  Commission  together 
in  the  days  ahead,”  Buster  said. 

No  report  explaining  the 
church’s  findings  was  released 
along  with  the  announcement. 

Prestonwood  Church  said  in 
mid-February  it  would  escrow 
CP  funds  because  of  “various 
significant  positions  taken  by 
the  leadership  of  the  (Southern 


restart  CP  contributions 


GRAHAM  MOORE 

Baptist]  Ethics  &  Religious  Lib¬ 
erty  Commission,”  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Nashville. 

In  a  December  2016  in¬ 
terview  with  The  Wall  Street 
Journal  newspaper,  Preston¬ 
wood  Church  senior  pastor 


Jack  Graham,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  in  2002-2003,  alleged 
■disrespectfulness"  by  Ethics 
and  Religious  Liberty  Com¬ 
mission  (ERLC)  president 
Russell  Moore  toward  evan¬ 
gelical  supporters  of  Donald 
Trump  during  the  2016  presi¬ 
dential  campaign. 

Graham  currently  serves 
on  Trump's  Religious  Adviso¬ 
ry  Council. 

The  congregation  said  that 
during  the  escrow  period,  it 
would  evaluate  how  to  proceed 
with  fhture  financial  support 
of  the  SBC  and  state  conven 


tion  ministries  Prestonwood 
Church  is  dually  aligned  with 
the  Baptist  General  Convention 
of  Texas  and  the  more  conser¬ 
vative  Southern  Baptists  of  Tex- 
as  convention. 

In  February,  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee’s  CP  Committee 
voted  to  create  an  ad  hoc  com¬ 
mittee  to  "study  and  recom¬ 
mend  redemptive  solutions  to 
the  current  reality  in  Southern 
Baptist  life  of  churches'  either 
escrowing  or  discontinuing  Co¬ 
operative  Program  funds,  with 
the  report  being  brought  hack 
to  the  September  2017  Ex  ecu 
tive  Committee  meeting.” 
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I  a  difference.  You  have  helped  provide  a 
foundation  of  respect 
!  ,  A  second  area  of  consideration 

U  reverence.  This  particularly  has  to 
do  with  being  a  part  of  God  s  people  and 
attending  worship  services  arid  hav- 
lngmeaningfol  religious  experiences 
rnOmst  I  grew  up  hearing  the  Word 
treated  reverently  end  being  taught  we 
were  to  show  reverence  toward  spirited] 
things,. which  I  interpreted  from  wrmt  I 
was  being  told  as:  shut  up  because  the 
organ  has  started  playing.  We  are  to  be 
rcrorent.  Reverence  nas  to  do  not  just 
with  the  sounds  around  us  but  looking 
tothe  Savior  who  is  above  us.  The  truest, 
ultimate  experience  of  being  reverent 

is  to  come  to  the  moments  where  you 

are  in  a  place  before  God  and  you  nave 
a  meeting  with  Him.  That  should  be  the 
ultimate  goal  for  every  worship  ex  pen 


.  r  - - •  v'*  urcicui  UIU 

eaJ  event,  and  he  got  it.  It  was  an  OGN 
A  weather  forecast  is  not  perfect, 
exact  science  -  a  little  shift  of  wind  01 
timing  can  change  when  and  what’s 
going  to  happen  or  maybe  it  just  evapi 
rates  before  it  gets  there  -  so  on  the 
days  when  it  afl  came  together  as  be 
anticipated,  it  was  worthy  of  a  celebra 
twn  with  an  OGNIB. 

As  we  approach  Mother's  Day  and  to  go  in  wi 
celebrate  family  and  mom  and  the  good  Bvw.Vou 
things  that  have  come  into  our  lives 
because  of  those  relationships,  I  want 

to  ask  you  to  join  me  in  pausing  and 

looting  back  over  our  shoulder  at  what 
possibly  could  be  called  the  OGNIBs  of 
family  or.  pointedly,  the  OGNIB  s  for 
i  or  dads  as  they  raise 


The  ‘OGNIBs’  of  Life 


J — rTw  7  Itusu 

lrtUe  Johuny  or  Sally,  respect  ingrain. 

m  the  mind  and  heart  of  a  childis  an 
mcredible  thing  that  will  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  across  entire  lives,  in  the  Ten 

Commandment!  when  the  Bible  says. 


a  respectful  spirit  —  that  willingness  to 
PTJP  4°  the  right  thing  and  be  the  right 

•Spectfutoeasdr^  ^e9erve  “  OGNIB. 
two-  or  three-  or  four-vear-olcS  ft  fits 


cMchalk  up  an  OGNIB  or 
e  thanks  for  God  *  grace  and 
your  life.  Now,  Jet  me  say  at 


MSL4  udio 


II  Reasons  to 
Not  Drink  Alcohol 

|  1.  God  said  to  be  sober  (I 
!  Theosalonians  5  6-8;  I  Peer 
I  -  We  are  lo  lose  God  with  all  oui 
m'nds  (Mark  12  30).  Alcohol 

impairs  that  mind 

y  [I  ts  expensive  (Proverbs  21:21 1 
4  “makes  you  do  foolish  things 

you  would  never  do  m  your  nght 
mujd  (Proved),  23:2^-35) 

L"  “  and  addicsivc 

(Proved),  20:1). 

A  li  tats  your  testimony;  you 
mft»«iHl«sto*fok.^Ioftcn 

fur .n  others  (Romans  14:21) 

I  7  Drugs  should  not  be  used  for 
I  recreation  and  pleasure. 

*  Never  lake  itiai  firsi  drink,  and 
>«i  will  Sever  become  a  problem 

(Maker 

9  Drinking  supports  an  mduarv 
•**at  has  destroyed  untold  thousand!. 

10  Not  drinking  is  prudent  and 
*■*  (Proverbs  20:1;  22:3). 

D  You  should  rely  on  God,  not 
*ugs(pMhn  11:1). 

-David  R  Bnnnbelow  author  of 

imam  Him,  mmd  th,  MbU  Th, 

(  mi,  for  Ibainemcr 

pilfciiMtpMheMoggx,,  com 
(Nnwwio.  ,IM  n  rwnm  ) 

Go.  questions  about  the  BfUe  and 
Alcohol?  Find  answers  in 

“Andes.  Wine  and  the  Bilik." 
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Design  A  Integration  or  Professions!  Audio 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
ikpupmcai  sales,  service  and  installation 

Trooper  Hales  p.O.  Box  IS7S 

infofdtrryiaudiol lc.com  (  liraon.  MS  1<W60 
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W«WHORirMPTirrCHURCH 
•^prayerfully  seeking  a  pas- 

loumos  Ic  2137 
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•  CURRENTLY  ACC ? PTINCRESUtoeS  *"■»"  ‘  P«G 
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EAM0ERSV1LLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

A  ?  «  SEEMHO 
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Clue:  B  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  VourBil^ 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzxle.  Solve  by  trial  und  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  Mark  6:56 

By  Ourfcx  Mm,  IM2-20O4.C  2005 


NEW  LIFE  CHURCH,  FLORENCE,  has  called  GAMORY  ROAD  CHURCH.  GREENVILLE. 

'  Janna  Wh, teheed  as  worship  leader  She  is  shown  has  called  frank  Terry  as  interim  pastor,  shown 
!  with  pastor  Scotty  South  h,s  w,'e  V,ck,e 


College  News 


The  alumni  and  Iriends  o'  CLARKE  COL 
LEGE  have  established  a  scholarship  at 
BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE  The  Clarke 
Memorial  College  Scliolarship  will  be  awarded 
to  deserving  students  on  ttie  basis  of  good 
scholarship  fine  character  and  the  need  for 
financial  assistance  with  preference  given  to 
siudents  whose  parent(s)  is  currently  serving  in 
Chnstian  ministry,  pnmanly  in  small  churches 
with  first  priority  to  the  descendant  of  on 
individual  who  attended  Clarke  (Memorial) 
College  Pictured  are  Clarke  alumni  (from  row 
I  to  r)  Evelyn  Carpenter  Williams.  Dianne  Nef 
son.  Lin  Skelton  Bagwell,  and  Donna  Conaway 
Click,  (back  row  I  to  r)  Walter  Scott  Jr  James 
Reed  David  Goode  and  Terry  Newman 


others  also.’  (KJV)  What  an 
opportunity  to  offer  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  a  young  man’s  life  —  or 
better  yet,  to  offer  a  difference 
in  our  state. 

We  are  AVAILABLE  to 
come  to  your  association,  BSU, 
church,  or  any  group  (men/ 
women's  rally,  youth  camp)  to 
preach  (revival  Bible  confer¬ 
ence),  teach  (Malachi,  1  Peter), 
or  give  a  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission  report.  We  work  ’OUT 
of  the  Baptist  Building,"  not 
just  “IN  trie  Baptist  Building.” 
Please  call,  text,  or  email  if  we 
can  help. 

Be  in  prayer  for  the  special 
called  session  of  the  Legislature 
beginning  June  5th. 

Don’t  curse  the  darkness... 
Light  a  candle! 

Digby  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  can  be 
reached  at  (601)  292- 3329/0  f- 
fice,  (662)  284-9163/cell,  or  by 
e-mail  at  kdigbyt&christianac- 
tion.com. 


Christian  Leadership 
Institute 


GI  OLV  LQWF  BZEV  AQFOL  AGIJVFH 


character  —  but  it  won’t  hap¬ 
pen  by  accident. 

Wherefore,  we  are  excited 
to  announce  to  you  the  first 
CHRISTIAN  LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE  (CLI)— the  first  of 
many.  This  inaugural  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Institute  will 
be  conducted  in  2018  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  on  Monday 
through  Friday,  July  9- 13- 
Seventy  youn£  men  (high 
school  age)  will  be  invited 
from  across  our  state  to  come 
experience  a  week  of  encour¬ 
agement,  eauipping,  and  edu¬ 
cation  in  public  service. 

Iron  sharpens  iron.  We  will 
have  fun  and  games;  we  will 
have  recreation  —  these  70  are 
teenagers  —  but  we  will  invite 
senators,  representatives,  judg¬ 


es,  preachers,  military  officers, 
first  responders,  and  educators 
to  come  challenge  these  young 
men  to  “shoot  for  the  stars.’ 

Registration  will  begin  at 
1:00  Monday  afternoon  and 
checkout  wifi  be  after  lunch 
on  Friday.  We  are  asking  that 
each  local  association  nominate 
a  high  school  age  young  man 
for  this  Institute  and  provide  or 
seek  out  a  scholarship  of  $250 
for  room,  board,  and  acti  ities 
during  the  CLI.  There  would 
be  a  few  extra  slots  for  associa¬ 
tions  with  multiple  counties  on 
a  first  come,  first  serve  bjsis.  A 
second  CLI  is  in  the  planning 
for  high  school  young  ladies. 

After  Jesus  sent  opt  the 
.  12,  he  sent  forth  the.70  (Luke 
’  10:1  KJV)  to  preach,  teach. 


and  heal.  We  hope  to  inspire 
and  motivate  these  70  to 
lead,  guide,  and  serve  —  to 
fulfill  their  civic  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Christian  leaders  make  for 
good  “civil  servants."  What  if 
a  future  governor,  legislator,  or 
judge  were  a  graduate  of  our 
Chnstian  Leadership  Institute? 

The  CLI  is  new  -  it  is  a  work 
in  progress.  We  welcome  your 
questions,  suggestions,  and 
comments.  We  are  eager  to 
explain  how  your  association 
can  participate. 

We  request  that  you  join  us 
in  prayer  for  this  endeavor, 
n  Timothy  2:2  says,  ’And  the 
things  that  thou  hast  heard  of 
me  among  many  witnesses,  the 
same  commit  thou  to  faithful 
men,  who  shall  be  able  to  teach 


Developing  leadership  is 
the  key  to  success  in  any 
enterprise.  The  military 
demonstrates  this  principle 
well  with  the  academies  and 
officer  training.  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  -Southern  Baptists 
at  targe  have  benefited  from 
our  three  colleges  and  six  sem¬ 
inaries.  We  understand  that  a 
sharp  axe  cuts  more  wood  with 
less  effort  than  a  dull  axe. 

Delegation  without  dis¬ 
ci  pleship  leads  to  disaster. 

We  need  Godly  leaders  with 
a  Biblical  World  View.  We 
need  leaders  who  are  states¬ 
men  first,  politicians  second 
or  maybe  third.  We  must  be 
intentional  and  proactive  in 
developing  young  men  and 
women  who  will  serve  in  pub¬ 
lic  life. 

The  early  church  In  Acts  6 
was  looking  for  public  ser¬ 
vants  who  were  wise,  spiritual, 
and  honest.  We  need  more 
elected  officials  who  have 
these  three  aualities.  We  need 
leaders  who  nave  integrity  and 


The  Baptist  Record  May  11,2017 


Bible  Drills 
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PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH.  COLUMBUS,  recog¬ 
nizee  drillers  Travis  Manchester.  Noah  Honeycutt,  and 
Beds  Bounds,  who  ad  advanced  to  the  aaaodational  (frills. 


.  .  «=» 
4. . .  •:  ''  .  - 


FIRST  CHURCH.  TUPELO,  recognizes  drillers  Ben]« 
mm  RusseK  Colleen  Ladcie.  Scarlett  Ledoe.  Mary  Esther 
Ledoe.  and  Benjamin  Moore.  Matt  Powell,  pastor. 


Bible  Drills 


CENTER  CHURCH.  BLUE  SPRINGS,  recognizes 
its  youth  drillers  -  Jake  Wood.  Katie  Wallace,  and  Sarah 
Beth  Black 


CENTRAL  CHURCH.  MCNEILL,  recognizes  drillers 
Joshua  Kennedy.  Lana  Bagley.  Zack  Kennedy.  Peyton 
J^amson.  Samantha  Kennedy,  and  Blake  Russell 


HICKORY  CHURCH.  HICKORY,  ra&sgnftes  its 
drillers.  Front  row.  MacHenry  Morgan.  Hunter  Morgan. 
Marilyn  TuMos.  and  Josie  TuDos:  back  row.  Zach  McMuf> 
Ian.  Matthew  Brand.  Garrett  Mills,  and  Conner  Boggart*" 


Just  far  the  Record 


Sean  Wilkinson  was  licensed  to  the  gospel  ministry 
Apr  30  by  NEW  LIFE  CHURCH.  FLORENCE 

He  is  shown  with  pastor  Scotty  Smith,  right 


GILLSBURG  CHURCH,  GILLSBURG.  hon¬ 
ored  Charles  and  Linda  Carruth  for  their  years 
of  dedicated  service  after  Charles  retired  as  the 
church's  music  director 


In  other  Church  News: 

>  First  Church.  Eupors,  will  host  Gold  City 
Quartet  in  concert  May  19, 7  p.m.  Love  offerins. 


WHITESAND  CHURCH.  JEFFERSON  DA 
VIS  COUNTY,  honored  their  pastor  of  14  years 
Charles  R  Burnham,  with  a  reception  to  com¬ 
memorate  his  50th  year  in  ministry  He  is  shown 
with  his  wife.  Oot.  who  was  the  church  clerk  at 
Union  Church.  Rankin  Co  who  signed  his.  minis¬ 
try  license  50  years  ago 


GLENDALE  CHURCH,  LELAND.  held  a  commissioning  ser¬ 
vice  for  its  new  deacons  Shown  are  pastor  Kevin  Franklin.  Danny 
Tumage  (Vickie).  Frank  Terry  (Vickie),  and  Bruce  Silk  (Ewella) 


Members  of  GRIFFITH  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  JACKSON,  gathered  around  a  flowered  cros: 
Easter  morning  for  their  benediction  Each  Sunday  School  class  decorated  the  cross  as  a  group 


GRANDVIEW  ChURCH,  PEARL,  recently  celebrated  Western 
Day  with  its  senior  at'uKs 
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DNC  chair  issues 
controversial  edict 
on  abortion  stance 


thing  to  restrict  access  to  re¬ 
productive  health  care.’ 

Perez  commended  Mel- 
lo’s  apparent  change  of 
mind  on  abortion  policy 
April  22  and  said  every 
candidate  who  runs  as  a 
Democrat’  should  support 
so-called  abortion  rights 
Sanders  and  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  minor¬ 
ity  leader  Nancy 
|  Pelosi  —  both  of 
:  whom  support  pro- 
B  abortion  policies 
—  insist  there  is 
KM  room  for  pro-lifers 
j  in  the  Democratic 
Party.  Pelosi  is  a 
,  Democrat  (-— 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  report*)  —  Pushback 
from  pro-life  Democrats 
and  others  continues  some 
two  weeks  after  Demo¬ 
cratic  National  Committee 
(DNC)  chairman  Tom  Per¬ 
ez  said  ’every  Democrat” 
hould  support  abortion  as 
ode  of  the  party’s  'funda¬ 
mental  values. 

Pro-life  Ui.  Rep. 

Daniel  Lipinski  (D-  j  ^ 
II.)  told  WORLD  Ra-  M 

dio  May  2,  “With  the  Jk 

Democratic  Party  Ha 

right  now  at  probably 


our  lowest  point  in 
about  nine  decades’  ■  tj1 
in  terms  of  the  nnm-  IS 
her  of  state  and  feder-  idOf 
al  offices  held,  “it  cer-  PEHE 
tainly  is  not  the  time 
to  be  pushing  anyone  out¬ 
side  the  party  or  suggesting 
that  they  are  not  welcome." 

Lipinski’s  remarks  came 
in  response  to  an  April  21 
statement  by  Perez  that 
"every  Democrat,  like  every 
American,  should  support  a 

woman’s  right  to - - - - 

own  choices  about  her  body  at  the  end 
and  her  health.  That  is  not 
negotiable  and  should  not 
change  city  by  city  or  state 
by  state.* 

Perez  urged  Democrats  to 
'make  sure  our  Democratic 
candidates  and  elected  lead¬ 
ers  are  living  up  to  these  fun¬ 
damental  values.” 

Perez  made  his  statement 
after  the  pro-choice 
National  Abortion  „ 

Action  League  (NARAL) 
slammed  DT  .  _ 

supporting  Heath  _ 

1  Democrat  running  for 
mayor  of  Omaha,  Ne.,  who 
voted  for  pro-life  bills  as  a 
state  legislator. 

former  presidential  can¬ 
didate  Bernie  Sanders, 

U.S.  Senator  from  Vermont 
who  claims  to  be  an  Inde- 

Kndent  but  caucuses  with 
•mocrats,  and  DNC  deputy 
chair  Keith  Ellison,  the  first 

professing  Muslim  to  hold  ... _ _ 

that  job,  appeared  at  a  rally  fax,  Va.,  an  organization  of 
in  support  of  Mello  April  20  pro-life  Democrats,  said  in 
as  part  of  a  ’unitv  tour*  or-  an  April  20  statement  there 
ga nisei  by  the  DNC.  were  ia^  r-o-Ufe  Democrats 

The  current  Democrat  in  the  U.S  House  of  Repre- 
Party  platform  includes  sentative  in  1978. 
support  of  unfettered  abor-  That  number  has  reduced 
tion  access.  to  jujt  two  ’staunchly  pro-life 

NARAL  President  Ilyse  Democrats*  in  2017,  acccrd- 
Hogue  called  DNC  leaders’  ins  to  WORLD  Radio,  which 
support  of  Mello  ’politi-  called  pro-life  C:mcrTats  an 
callv  stupid,’  according  to  ‘endangered  species.’ 
media  reports.  The  decrease  of  pro-life 

Amid  the  controversy.  Democrats  has  coincided 
Mello  'quickly  backtracked  with  the  party’s  loss  of  more 
hi*  pro-life  position,”  Li-  than  t.ooo  state  legislature* 
feNews.com  reported.  The  seats  as  well  as  its  kiss  of  the 
mayoral  candidate  said  White  House  and  both  hous- 
while  he  is  ’personally  pro-  es  of  Congress,  according  to 

l If.  *  V...  ..,11  A,.  ......  ^ — ..  ....  1 


_  from 

Mki  San  Francisco. 

“The  truth  is  that 
in  some  conserva¬ 
tive  states,  there  will  be  can¬ 
didates  that  are  popular  can¬ 
didates  who  may  not  agree 
with  me  on  evety  issue," 
Sanders  told  National  Pub- 
li-  Radio.  ’I  understand  it. 
That’s  what  politics  is  about. 
"If  we  are  going  to  protect 
bet  a  woman’s  right  to  choose, 

J) _ J  of  the  day  we’re 

going  to  need  Democratic 
control  over  the  House  and 
the  Senate,  and  state  gov¬ 
ernments  all  over  this  na¬ 
tion."  Sanders  said,  "and 
we  have  got  to  appreciate 
where  people  come  from, 
and  do  our  best  to  Light  for 
the  pro-choice  agenda  but  I 
think  you  just  can’t  exclude 
nip  people  who  disagree  with  us 
hts  on  one  issue.’ 

Pelosi  told  NBC  News 
leaders  for  that  'of  course"  a  pro-life 
Mello,  candidate  can  receive  DNC 
support.  She  added,  "I  have 
served  many  years  in  Con¬ 
gress  with  members  who 
nave  not  shared  my  very 
positive  —  my  family  would 
a  say  ‘aggressive’  —  position 
on  promoting  a  woman's 
right  to  choose." 

The  number  of  Pelosi's 
pro-life  colleagues,  however, 
is  decreasing.  Democrats 
for  Life  of  America  in  Fair- 


Trump's  executive  order  seen 
as  restoring  religious  liberties 


WAbHIWalura  u.c.  \or)  —  muse  ijpe,  y.  T* 

Religious  liberty  advocates  were  reportedly  included  in  a  to  thor  faith.  It  s  also  extremely 
commended  U.S.  President  draft  executive  order  leaked  to  heartening  to  see  that  he  wants  to 
Trump’s  new  executive  order  to  some  news  media  in  February.  honor  the  conscience  of  believers 
protect  faith  beliefs  ami  prac-  Russell  Moore,  president  who  have  serious  moral  concerns 
tice.  but  some  said  it  fell  short  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  about  participating  in  non-Chns- 
of  what  is  needed.  ft  Religious  Liberty  CommiS-  tian  activities." 

Trump's  order,  issued  May  sion  in  Nashville,  said.  “After  Becket,  which  represents  reli- 
4  on  the  2017  National  Day  of  years  of  open  hostility  toward  gious  organizations  that  objected 
Prayer  in  a  ceremony  at  the  White  religious  institutions  and  con-  to  the  abortion/contraception 
House  Rose  Garden  in  Washing-  science  from  the  previous  ad-  mandate  despite  the  threat  of 
ton,  D  C,  states:  ministration,  this  executive  huge  fines,  applauded  the  order 

■  The  administration’s  policy  order  is  a  welcome  change  in  Former  Southern  Baptist  Con- 

will  be  to  enforce  vigorously  the  direction  toward  people  oftaith  vention  (SBC)  President  Jack 
“robust  protections  for  religious  from  the  White  House.  Graham,  senior  pastor  of  Pre- 

freedmn  in  federal  law.  "Not  only  that,  but  mam  stonwood  Church  in  suburban 

■  The  l)A  Department  of  federal  agencies  are  working  af-  Dallas,  was  among  the  religious 

Treasury,  which  includes  the  In-  ready  to  ensure  that  the  ex  ecu-  leaders  who  prayed  and  stood 
ternal  Rewnue  Service,  will  not  tive  and  administrative  viola-  behind  Trump  while  he  spoke 
penalize  a  person,  house  of  wor-  tions  of  religious  freedom  from  and  signed  the  order.  Graham 
ship,  or  other  religious  organize-  the  Obama  administration  are  currently  serves  on  Trump’s  Re¬ 
being  rolled  back.  ligjous  Advisory  Panel. 

The  symbolism  of  mention-  The  Johnson  Amendment, 
ins  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  named  after  then-Senator  and 

_ P _ _ _  and  similar  groups  [in  the  order]  future  President  Lyndon  John- 

known  as  the  Johnson  Amend-  is  also  important  and  welcome,  son  of  Texas,  altered  the  federal 
ment  that  prohibited  non-profit  Moore  said  in  written  comments  tax  code  in  1954  to  bar  501(c) 
organizations  likes  churches  for  Baptist  Press  (BP).  “No  one  (3)  organizations  "from  directly 
from  getting  involved  with  politi-  should  conclude,  of  course,  that  or  indirectly  participating  in,  or 
cal  candidates.  this  executive  order  solves  the  intervening  in,  any  political  cam 

■  The  secretaries  o(  three  ted-  wide  array  of  challenges  we  face  paign  on  behalf  of  (or  in  opposi 
oral  deportments  will  consider  on  the  religious  freedom  front  tion  to)  any  candidate  for  elective 
revising  rules  to  protect  the  free-  ‘Much,  much  more  must  be  public  office.* 

dotn  of  conscience  of  religious  done  —  especially  in  terms  of  The  amendment  —  and  the 
objectors  to  the  abortfon/cantra-  congressional  legislation  -  to  way  it  has  been  wielded  by  lib¬ 
eration  mandate  imposed  by  the  ensure  that  American  citizens  era]  organizations  especially  — 
Obama  administration.  are  able  to  serve  their  communi-  has  caused  confusion  for  many 

Hie  executive  order  docs  not  ties  without  violating  their  reli-  churches  and  pastors  regarding 
include  protections  for  faith-  gious  convictions.’  -  what  freedoms  they  have  to  ad- 

based  and  other  federal  coo-  Frank  3.  Page,  president  of  the  dress  elections  or  even  issues 
tractors  who  have  established  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex-  and  the  public  policies  affect  - 
their  employment  practices  on  a  ccuthe  Committee  in  Nashville,  ing  them, 
biblical  sexual  ethic.  Nor  does  it  said  he  was  deeply  grateful  to  Page  said  he  will  continue  "to 
protect  individuals  and  inetito-  Trump  for  keeping  his  word.  urge  pastors  to  speak  to  issues 
tions  from  being  penalised  by  the  ’He  promised  me  that  there  that  are  dear  scripturaDy.  I  will 
federal  government  for  acting  in  would  be  a  strong  push  for  reli-  continue  to  do  so  as  1  preach 

Mlltnriri  rif  riioir  Knliof  that  map.  miuie  fi |1  mi  *  Dana  flnzl'n  T  ...III  — — 


‘about  moral  or 
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Truth  is  not  relative, 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life 


Simply  share  the  following  praver  with  God 
A  in  your  own  words: 

■4  h  Ford,  I  admit  that  I  need  vou.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
*  3.  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from  the 
f  *0  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 

my  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  lesus.) 
4.  B\  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  Lord  ) 


YOUTH 

coni  from  p.  1 


«...  ,1  - - '  u.eine, 

■Tel)  Someone,  Tel]  Me,’  will 
be  emphasized,  Lum  added, 
o  2?17  Mississippi  Bap- 
Ost  Youth  Night  will  begin  « 
•  °-  on  June  2  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  Coliseum,  located  off  the 
Hi)jh  Street  exit  of  Interstate 
55  in  Jackson.  Doors  will  open 
at  5:15.  pan.  There  are  no  fees 
or  registrations.  Seating  is 

’  MVma  Am* _ _ j  0 

■  m  tin>e  of  invitation  will  be 


CkxI  is  answering  the  prayers  of  His  people. 
We  are  grateful  to  God  for  answered  prayers  , 
praying  for  the  rest  of  the  girls  to  be  released* 

Filibua  Made 

ehibok  Local  Council  chairman  of  tha 
Christian  Association  of  Nigeria 


cont.  from  p.  1 

warring  against  the  Nigerian 
government 

The  swap  marked  the  larg¬ 
est  number  of  Chibok  school¬ 
girls  released  since  Boko  Ha- 
ram  kidnapped  a  total  of  276 
ot  them  from  a  government 

0n  ft*  ni*ht  of  their  the  Sambisa  forester  m  uc£  of 

ioushTeathe^l  afn  !Lan5"  CUnty  a*encies  and  state  gov- 
•  1  newsstands  ernments  should  continue  to 

tostwe^r:ie^eSAa^^°;  P'r*  sP-al  pro“  0 
Prws  reported  As80c,a,ed  educational  institutions  vul- 

“God^°i«  a n  ,  nerable  to  this  kind  of  outrage 

prayers  ofHiT^nl^  cs^lly  in  remote  areas.’ * 

§ggISi  si 

&Sks& 


son  native  Maze  is  creative/ 

worship  pastor  at  Holland  ,  - - - 

Church  in  Memphis.  He  is  “rst  come,  first  served. 

the  son  of  longtime  Missis-  '  A— * 
sippi  Baptist  church  plant-  held  at  the  close  of  Mills'  mes- 
er  and  church  staffer  Gary  Si$e.  and  trained  counselors 
Maze,  currently  associate  V™1  be  available  to  pray  win. 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church  those  making  commitments 
in  Madison.  to  the  Lord. 

Both  Mills  and  the  Josh  ,A  love  offering  will  be 
Maze  Band  are  new  to  Missis-  taken,  dedicated  to  helping 
sippi  Baptist  Youth  Night.  offset  the  cost  of  student-lel 
Youth  Night  is  a  unique  mission  trips  and  projects 
opportunity  for  students  For  details  on  this  program 
from  all  across  Mississip-  contact  Lum  at  one  of  the 
pi  to  come  together  for  a  points  listed  below. 

ihfn  .°nfrf  CeLebnatIOn’  ,wor'  For  more  information, 
ship,  and  challenges  from  contact  Lum  at  P  O  Box  sin 

God  «  using  to  Jackson,  MS  39205  0530 
J?paf^  *hl*  student  genera-  Telephone  (601)  292-‘»78 
w«h  the  call  of  bod  on  ortolMree  outside^cLo'n 

‘We  Siieve  nnd  v  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  278.  E- 

we  Deum  God  has  as-  mail:  dining mhcb  ore 

wssar—- 


Guidelines  ^ 

rd  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
:ial  events  that  take  piece  in  cooperating 
rfssippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  hems 
depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
ons  wiH  not  be  published 

;  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
s  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
I  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method  news 
or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-tnch  pa 
xtides  must  be  received  in  writing,  no  pr 
id  over  the  telephone  Doe  to  ever-present 
attachments  will  be  accepted  Photograph 
i  format  are  permissible 
ies  concise  Include  the  who,  what  when 
:  "■'»  01  m*  *«V.  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
sddress  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mail,  as 

*tachmellti  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 


CARPENTER 

conf.  from  p.2 

changed  my  life  forever  be¬ 
cause  of  loyal  supporters  like 
you.  I  waqt  to  pass  that  love 
and  care  along  to  my  girls. 

Now  you  know  my  story,  a 
story  of  God’s  love  and  faith¬ 
ful  supporters  changing  one 
little  girl's  life  forever.  Please 
continue  your  support  of  the 
young  girls  and  boys  at  The 


Baptist  Children  s  Village.  I 
can  personally  testify  to  the 
incredible  impact  your  gift 
can  have. 

w  PJsase  give  a  gift  today. 
Mother s  Day  is  just  around 
the  corner.  You  can  honor 
your  mother  with  a  gift  to  Th, 
Baptist  Children’s  Village 
As  I  love  my  girls  and  try 
to  be  the  best  mother  pos¬ 
sible,  I  am  so  thankful  for 
the  Christian  foundation  and 
lessons  I  learned  at  The  Bap¬ 


tist  Children's  Village.  This 
Mother’s  Day,  please  con¬ 
tinue  helping  children  who 
need  a  loving,  Christian  home 
like  I  did. 

Cod  bless. 

Editor's  note:  The  201 7 
Mother's  Dau  Offering  for  the 
Baptist  Children  s  Village  will 
be  observed  on  Sunday,  May 
14.  For  more  information  and 
promotional  materials,  visit 
baptistchildrensvillage.eom. 


thTOUflh  The  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted  Photograph . 

mu*  he  ctoer.  sharp,  and  well-lighted  Photographs  most  depict 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  ifyect-only  photographs  wtil 
®*  Br,f*od.  Rtotographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
p^ectioneble  clothing  vwl  not  be  published  Cell  phone  photo- 
^aphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well 
®h  nawgprira  are  generally  not  publishable 

Thera  a  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photograph 
be  published,  and  unsolicited  matenal  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  All  news  items  are  subiect  to 
■dtotg.  and  alt  photographs  are  subiect  to  cropping  News 
awns  “hd/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
*****  *>r  submitting  news  is  one  week  poor  to  requester! 
^“bScation  date.  Articles  that  are  not  date^ensmve  will  be 
Wrblrshed  on  a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  new*  to  Tbs  Baptist  Record  PO  Box  130  Jackson. 

MS  3W0M630  HAX:  (801)  292-3330  E  mail  baptistrecord# 


Be  Baptist  Record  May  II.  201 


•t  The  liajtfist  C  bildren’s 
,t)agc  v.  rien  she  \«t-  sewn 
.ears  old  andistayed  until  she 
graduated  as  v,uedtiUjfir.in 
'  of  her  high  school  class.  The 
Baptist  (  ntlifren's  Village 
helped  Ihm  <  entre  .1  Sponsor 
md  scholar-  hip  so  that  she 

master’s  degree  in  accounting 

worked  tor  ! 6 years  incorporate 
accounting  These-  degrees  are 
hciieticial  even  today  in  allowing 
,-i  iv  ,  •  .  t  ;■*!,■  ;  I..:;-,  and  ‘ 

-  - .  ;■  1 1  n: ’  1 1 a n  t 


w  THE 

BAPTIST 

CHILDREN’S 

VILLAGE 


ANNUAL  OFFERING 


he  continues. 


Car^entro  is  so  thankful  for  the  influence  d!  The  Baptist  Children  s  village 
Because  of  that  influence,  her  girls  have  a  mom  that  will  always  be  there  for 
them,  and  the  opportunity  to  live  in  a  Christian  home 


MOTHER’S  DAY  •  MAY  14, 2017 

. 

“When  my  first  child  was  bom,  I  knew  I  wanted  everything  tor  her 
that  I  did  not  have  for  myself— not  material  things,  but  the  love  of  a 

mother  and  a  father  every  day  for  the  rest  of  her  life.”  -  -KIM  CARPENTER 


Order  promotional  materials  for  your  church! 

Fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail  it  to 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village,  P.O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS  39060 


Name/Church:. 
Address: _ _ 


C 


Email  Address: 


_ Phone : _ '*■ . 

_ _#  of  Bulletin  Inserts 

_ »  of  Offering  Envelopes 

_ of  Posters 

Or  order  online  at  www  bapttetebi  ldrensvHtage.com 


Kirn  s  hushund  Hr. id  says 
.  about  her, 

s 


It  arc  it labile!  TextHelpkids 
to  0-S-/~7.  tbget  HCV  updates 
nitd  ucf  s.  Get  The  ltt'\  (jpp 
acailahk  for  Ipplt  ana  Android 
ileyu  '-> 


Sunday  School 


for  May  14.  2017 


Loyal?  •  Matthew  26:63-75 


As  the  soldiers,  chief  priests,  elders 
and  Judas  marched  into  the  garden 
everything  that  Jesus  had  told  his  fol¬ 
lowers  vyas  about  to  come  to  fruition 
Tnere  was  utter  chaos  and  nothing 
seemed  to  make  sense.  Jesus  offered 
no  resistance  yet  those  who  sought 
Hun  treated  Him  as  if  He  were  a  dan- 

?5n°U*.E-Vnina1'  ’n,e  disciples,  sleep 
srill  in  their  eyes,  were  confused  about 
what  they  should  do  and  so  did  noth¬ 
ing  except  for  one  who  attacked  with 
a  sword  adding  to  the  chaos.  Things 
b<?*a,n ‘°  Process  quickly;  satan  rel¬ 
ished  the  thought  that  he  had  won. 

Jesus  was  taken  from  the  garden 
to  the  courtyard  of  the  high  priest, 
Caiaphas.  Unnecessarily  shackled 
Jesus  is  interrogated  about  who 
He  is  and  why  He  came.  Both  His  si¬ 
lence  and  his  words  angered  those  out 
to  get  Him.  They  finally  asked  Him  if 
he  were  the  Christ  and  Jesus  respond¬ 
ed  with  a  truthful  ‘Yes."  Finally' 
They  had  the  proof  to  convict  this  im- 


- —  —  ns.  iuis  was  me 

day  the  religious  leaders  had  been 
waiting  for  Jesus' stood  silent  in  the 
mi”t.  °*  d>e  rant,  perhaps  glancing 
p-itside  where  another  drama  was  tak- 

hours  bef  °ne  h*d  prcdic,e<J  on|y 


Let  s  review:  "Peter  stated  that  Je¬ 
sus  is  the  Christ  the  Son  of  the  Living 
God  and  is  called  Petra  or  the  Rock;  He 
rebukes  Jesus  moments  later;  "Peter 
states  that  he  would  never  leave  or  des¬ 
ert  Jesus  and  would  die  for  Him;  Je¬ 
sus  tells  him  he  will  be  sifted  and  will 


the  focus  through  these  e^ubut Ifo 
next  event  changed  his  life  forever. 

All  four 
gospels 
state  "one  of 
those  with 
Jesus"  took 
a  sword 
and  cut  the 
ear  off  of 
the  high 
priest's  ser¬ 
vant  whose 
name  was 

Malchus.  Many  scholars  believe  it  was 
In  Lu^es¥  version  (Luke  22:50 
ESV)  Ye  rea£*  Jesus'  words  to  Peter 
after  the  attack,  "No  more  of  this*" 
Then  we  read,  "Peter  followed  at  a 
distance,  (vs  55)  We  discussed  last 
week  that  Peter’s  pride  was  his  down- 
tall.  Today  s  lesson  reveals  the  awful 
consequence  of  that  pride. 

May  I  take  some  license  in  how  the 
events  could  have  happened?  (Be  aware 


these  are  merely  my  thoughts  not  bib¬ 
lical  fact.,  Peter  had  told  Jesus  sev¬ 
eral  hours  earlier  that  he  would  fight 
for  and  never  desert  Him.  If  Peter  had 
cut  the  ear  off  could  it  be  he  was  trying 
to  prove  his  loyalty  to  Jesus?  If  Jesus 
looked  straight  at  Peter  and  said,  "No 

mnrp  thic  •  ?  : _ r.  .  .  *  . 


What  he  said  he  would  do.  Maybe  sa¬ 
tan  began  whispering  into  Peter  s  ear. 

“Can  you 
’  believe  Je¬ 

sus  did  that 

Explore  the  Bible  Ha 

with  Cvndi  Grace  y°u  were 

trying  to 
I  help  and 

I  Jesus  em¬ 

barrassed 

, .  ,  you."  The 

whispers  got  louder  and  Peter  became 
more  hurt  and  angry  as  he  followed,  at 
a  distance.^  Yes,  technically  he  was  still 
following"  but  anger  and  hurt  churned 
in  his  heart.  By  the  time  Peter  arrive  1 
?.*  “e  high  priest’s  courtyard,  he  was 
livid.  When  those  came  and  identified 
him  as  one  of  Jesus'  followers,  Peter 
spoke  out  of  this  anger...three  times 
and  then  heard  the  awful  sound  of  the 
rooster  crowing.  Satan's  sifting  was 


completed  and  as  the  enemy  laughed 
Peter  separated  himself  from  his  be^ 
loved  Jesus  and  wept  bitterly. 

This  story  affects  me  like  no  other 
for  i  can  relate  to  Peter.  I  have  let  hurt 
and  anger  take  over  in  my  mind  then 
do  the  unthinkable.  I  must  remember 
Peter  s  denial  did  not  surprise  Jesus 
Jesus  had  said  to  him:  -But  when  you 
turn  back,  strengthen  the  brothers." 
(Luke  22:32b)  Jesus  was  not  finished 
with  Peter  but  he  needed  sifting.  Sift- 
lnS.  painful  as  it  is,  separates  the 
pood  from  the  bad.  Peter  did  "turn 
back  and  days  after  Jesus  ascended, 
preached  and  3,000  became  believers 
His  life  and  words  strengthened  the 
brothers  lust  as  Jesus  predicted.  Peter 
became  the  Rock  Jesus  always  knew  he 
could  be. 

All  of  us  have  one  time  or  another 
been  less  than  loyal  to  Christ  but  it 
has  never  been  a  surprise  to  Him  The 
same  enemy  that  whispered  to  Pe¬ 
ter  will  whisper  to  us  that  we  are  now 
worthless  but  Jesus'  call  is  always  to 
turn  back  and  become  what  He  intend¬ 
ed  us  to  be. 

Our  lesson  title  toda>  is.  Loyal?  Yes 
He  is! 

Grace  is  a  Bible  teacher,  conference 
leader,  and  member  of  First  Church. 
Clinton. 


Life  at  Work  •  Colossians  3:22-25;  4: 7 


As  a  full-time  minister  of  the  Gos- 
JKL  years  sometimes  it  has  been 
mmcult  to  separate  my  ministry  from 
my  identity.  In  mv  job,  I  preach  so 
I  am  called  preacher.  I  care  for  mv 
People,  so  I  am  called  pastor.  Yet  in 
we  are  so  much  more  than  our 
jobs  and  our  careers.  There  are  always 
crises  that  need  your  attention,  ser¬ 
mons  that  need  to  be  developed,  a  call 
to  make,  a  visit.  It’s  what  pastors  do. 
I  love  my  calling  and  Coil's  people. 
But  there  are  times  I  have  to  remind 
myself,  my  identity  is  much  more  than 
my  profession. 

In  Colossians  Chapter  3  and  on  into 
Chapter  4,  Paul  reminds  us  that  being 
rooted  in  Christ  is  where  our  identity 
begins  and  continues,  never  in  or  from 
our  work.  And  when  our  work  is  done 
for  God  it  becomes  an  act  of  worship. 
Therefore,  the  important  thing  is  not 
ao  much  in  what  you  do,  but  whom  you 
do  it  for. 

Sometimes  people  struggle  with 
feelings  of  inferiority  because  their 
profession  or  job  is  considered  by  cul¬ 
ture  as  blue  collar  versus  white  col- 
Jm.  Some  jobs  do  not  require  much 
education,  but  more  physical  strength 
and  muscle.  But  that  doesn’t  mean 
those  working  those  jobs  arc  ignorant 
or  substandard.  Ana  it  doesn't  mean 
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white-collar  workers  are  superior.  God 
has  strung  us  all  differently  and  we  all 
need  to  play  our  tune  for  the  Lord. 

A  wise  man  once  told  my  young 
teenage  sons,  "Any  work  that  is  hon¬ 
est  is  honorable."  We  had  a  lawn  care 
business  on  the  side  and  they  seemed 
to  be  a  bit  embarrassed  when  their 
friends  saw  them  out  cutting  vards. 
Culture  had  already  begun  influencing 
their  thinking.  They  didn't  want  to  be 
thought  of  by  their  peers  as  inferior. 

It  is  in¬ 
teresting  ■ 

that  Paul 

Uil'B  Bible  Studies  for 

slaves  " 1  To  ^Kfwith  Jim  Burnett 

obey  their 

human  LiV 

masters  in 

Colossians 

3:22.  Now  his  instructions  in  no  way 
meant  he  condoned  one  man  owning 
another.  But  he  challenged  the  the¬ 
ology-  of  these  believers  and  helped 
them  to  understand  that  their  ultimate 
master  was  God.  Thus  he  encouraged 
them  to  work  wholeheartedly,  fearing 
the  Lord.  In  other  words,  Paul  wanted 
these  Christian  slaves  to  understand 


Studies  for  Life 


with  Jim  Burnett 


their  identity  in  Christ  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  they  had  to  impart  their  masters 
for  the  Lord. 

But  to  do  this,  the  slave  had  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  a  good  work  ethic  consistently 
whether  master  was  present  or  not.  To¬ 
day  many  people  work  in  jobs  they  loathe. 
The  conditions  are  less  than  pleasant. 
Supervisors  have  unrealistic  expecta¬ 
tions.  F-mplovees  are  hired  for  one  job 
and  given  certain  responsibilities.  But 
soon  they  are  asked  to  do  much  more 
for  the  same 
-pay.  Some- . 
times  those 
K\  you  work 

Ek!  with  are  dif- 

ip-  ficult  and 

H*.  moody. 

B  When  you 

are  in  that 
kind  of  envi¬ 
ronment  it's 
easy  to  begin 

thinking  that  you  are  overworked  and 
underpaid  and  thus  be  tempted  to  'Lick 
off,  come  in  late,  leave  earlv.  quit,  whine, 
or  demand  a  pay  raise. 

Yet,  it’s  important  to  remember  you 
work  for  God.  Because  of  who  you  are 
in  Christ  you  need  to  be  Christ  to  those 
around  you.  In  Colossians  3:23  Paul 
puts  it  this  way  "Whatever  you  do.  do 


it  from  the  heart,  as  something  done  for 
the  Lord  and  not  for  people."  Wow,  isn't 
that  amazing?  Everything  we  do  while 
on  the  job  can  be  done  in  the  power  of 
the  bird  and  for  his  glorv 

If  you  were  able  to  switch  positions 
with  your  supervisor  this  week,  would 
vou  be  the  kind  of  employee  you  would 
hire?  Do  you  show  enthusiasm  for  vour 
work?  Are  you  kind  to  your  coworkqrs? 
Are  you  on  time  and  in  a  good  frame  of 
mind  when  you  arrive?  Are  you  an  asset 
to  your  employer?  l>o  you  foster  unity 
among  coworkers  and  management? 

Paul  continues  with  his  instructions 
in  Colossians  4.  but  now  shifts  his  at¬ 
tention  from  slave  to  master  or  in  our 
context  from  employee  to  employer  He  ’ 
charges  those  in  charge  to  treat  those  un 
der  their  charge  justly  and  fairlv  Why? 
Because  Christian  masters  and 
have  someone  whom  they  will  answer 
to:  God. 

Sometimes  titles,  jxtsitions,  and  pro¬ 
fessions  muddle  our  identity,  leaving 
ns  feeling  inferior  if  we  have  blue-collar 
jobs  or  superior  because  of  our  white 
collar  ones.  But  God  does  not  know  us  bv 
our  careers.  He  knows  us  as  his  children 
and  has  railed  us  to  Ijve  as  such 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Willow  hnnte 
Church.  Hattiesburg 


Opinion:  Easing  church/political  rules  good  or  bad? 


By  Scott  McConnell 
Correspondent 

Faith  and  politics  I 


Among  Americans 

It  is  appropriate  for  pastors  to 
publicly  endorse  political 
candidates  during  a  church  service 


Among  Americans 

Churches  who  publicly  endorse 
political  candidates  should 
lose  their  tax  exemption 


She  Reads  Truth’  Bible  sales'  set  record  at  LifeWay 


pkiUppiamt 


sale  effort,  reported  j  Mmk 
Trrvin  Wax,  Bible  and  ' 

reference  publisher  at  VM 
LifeWay  (tiristian  Re¬ 
sources  which  owns 
BAH  Publishing. 

“The  She  Reads  WAX 
Truth  community  has 
been  waiting  for  a  Bible  like 
this  one,*  Wax  said,  ‘and  their 
enthusiastic  support  has  blown 
away  our  expectations.* 

She  Reads  Truth  began  in 


This  Bible  is  our  humble  attempt  to  honor  the 
inherently  beautiful  Gospel  with  the  aesthetic 
beauty  it  deserves.  Scripture  is  a  glorious  collision 
of  beauty,  goodness  and  truth.  We  pray  this  Bible 

will  represent  that." 


